BAYron Levine
Benefitedgraatly

o hauler aims to

By SUSAN BOYKEWICH
Jersey City-based Autolog Corp. is

-gdetermiined to increase its market share

of an industry that appears to have much
room for -growth — transporiing the
aytomabiles of people who move.

When the company first applied for

operating authority in 1976, it met with

initial opposition: from the Interstate
Commerce 'Commission ICC), which
said the -company “Had ‘no -established

‘business, according to Myron  Levine,
president.

Mow having recemly ablained né-
tionwide ICC ‘operating authority, the

privateiy-held concern will begin a large

expansion of its terminals this summer,

Levine said,

1In its busy season. the company has

as many as 40 truckers under permanent

iease to the company, he noted.

‘For'a fee, Autolog will transport
your car to Florida, or o other points in
the country. on a truck that carries new
rars, while you fly to your - destmatmn
and wait for its arrival.

1t costs about $406 ané takes four io

five days for a'car to trave] from New-
‘ark ‘fo Miami, Levine said, while -a
‘Newark-Los - Angeles - run would oSt
.about $920 and take 10 to 14 days.

 o»
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For that reasen. the service is im-
praetical for vacationers, ‘and is reajly

‘geared toward permanent relocators and

those taking extended trips. Tt would be
ridiéwloys for us to compete” for the
vacationer market. rinted Levine.

‘after an initial rejection from the
ICC Autolog was granted limited operat-
ing anthority in 1876 between New York
and Florida -Autolog got the authority to

operate in the Midwest in 1978, and re-

ceived nationwide operating authority
sixmonths 4go he said.

Autolog’s revenues in its first year

of operation totaled $900,000,

1n 1980, the company . had revenues
of $3.5 million, and transported between
15,000 and 20,000 automobiles. . '

“T'm in an-immature: basmess Le-
vine contended, *{it's) not reaily at the
satiiration point where the market is sub-
3ect 1 peaks ‘and vaiieys in the ‘econo-
my.”
‘x t *

The industry i isin fact so small that
10 one seems to know its exaet size. The
1CC estimates that in'1979 there were 33
truck carriers of ‘motor vehicles with
revenues  exceeding ‘$1 million ‘in the
United States. These 33 carriers repre-
sentedtotal revenues of $1:6 hillion.

ds in new market

However. a spokesman for the Na-
tionai Automebile Transporters Associa-
tion poted that-the wvast majerity of
moter vehicle carriers are hauling néw
carsfor automphile manufacturers.

He said the - percentage hauimg
privately-pwned cars was “very smali”
but did not have an-exact breakdown.

I ]

This small inijustry ‘became even
smalier in April with the demise of Auto-
Train Corp., & rail carrier of passengers
and their cars between terminals in Lor-
ton, Va. (15 miles south of Washington)
and Sanford. Fla. {about 20 miles northof
Orlando). :

Lev;ne admitted that Autolog's
Florida market, consisting largely of
older customers ‘in semi-retirement,
“benefited - enormously” from Auta—
Train's bankruptey. He estimated ‘that

“the volame of his business increased over
100 per cent at the time.Levine saw

AutoTrain as his chief competitor,

- AutdTrain's fare was 880 less than
Autolog’s, Levine said. “AutoTrain had
the ability to get the same kind of cus-
tomers ‘we got, and more,” he pointed
plit.

But one Gf AutoTrains pmbiems

was that it was néyer a_bée to ‘reach its

emploves.”

One of the trucks used by Aumsag Corp. in Jersey Cn‘y prepares to trans-
‘portcarstotheirdestingtion

top market in New York because the fun-
nels north of Wasizmgten were 140 low
for their auto-carrying rail cars, aceord-
ing to'one report

Levine said Autolog's busy season
for.southbound traffic starts in Septem-
ber. peaking -in mid-Oetober. .and
dropping in January. Northbound traffic
runs from mid- March to June he added

B B
“In the summer mcmths when the

kids are out of school, much of the traffic
i (easiheund and westbound): permanent

‘moves,” Levine said. “We do a iot of busi-

ness for companies relocating

Truck N' Transpart (IN'T). based in
Port Newark, is 4 privately-held freight
forwarder of automobiles that does the
bulk of its busiriess in permanent reloca-
tions. ‘ancording to Frank Riecio, man-

* ager. He said the za-year—eid company

Hhas -also seen a pickup ‘in its business
since the ‘bankruptey of AutoTrain and
does consider Autolog a competitor.

He said the company does not own
its own equipment but will contract aut
tn other common carriers.

A car shipped from Port Newark to
Siami costs about $415, Riccio said. and
takes 2 week. Port Newark to Los An.
geles costs $950. and takes tivo weeks,

Driveway companies will match up
those who want 3 car to drive with those
iooking for someone to drive their car 15
#:desired destination. These companies
are. 1CC licensed and generally charge
much less than car haulers. :

And ‘moving companies, will ;

some instances, load a customer’s it
right on the moving van with the rest of

fus belongings.

“We cannot haul a car anless weare
hauling farnifure ‘with it." said Manny
Prito of Apolls’ *\iievmg and Storage in
Newark. noting that “it’s a small per-
cefitage that move thexr cars with ﬂ'!?h
fa;rmwre

The .company charges by weight.
ard the more pounds the lower the rate
per pound. Six thousand pounds of furni-

iure and a 4,000-pound car would ¢ st

£1.500 10 move from Newark is ‘alzar_

e -said. With that amount of furniture
andno car, the cost would be §1.900,

Autolog's terminals are car. rental

agencies which serve as: pick-up and:

drop-off poinis for cars, Levinenoted.
“Ali it takes is a phone eall to a car
_mntai ageney, Levine said. “'We could

open up ‘100 termingls in 4 week” he

said, and infact, the company will deubie
its 24 terminals by October.

“We ‘don’t ‘do business with the
majors {they are} too bureaucratic.” he
said, but ‘the company ‘does use Ajax
Rent-A-Car, Dollar Rent-A-Car, Ameri-
canInternational Rent-A-Car and others.
- However, Autclog will: drop a ‘car

-a!mast anypiaz:e Levine mamtamed

evan at your front door. S

“Autolog also has ICC authﬁmty te
move Tiew ¢ars, and the company has a
contract to ship DeLioreans, now starting

“to arrive from Northern Ireland to six

southern states, The contract will add.a
quarter of a mﬁlwn t0 the eompanys
revenues this year, Levinesaid,

Levine claims the company has o
competitors now. but at Jeast one other
company doesn’t see it that way.



